
Borough of Seaside Park  
Mayor & Council Work Session  

Minutes of Thursday, April 23, 2020 
7:00 P.M. 

Honorable Mayor:
Council President: 
Council Member: 
Council Member: 
Council Member:
Council Member:

John A. Peterson Jr.                    
Matthew DeMichele 
Dr. Frank “Fritz” McHugh 
Faith Liguori 
Gail Coleman (ABSENT) 
Ray Amabile  

Council Member:             William Kraft 

Also Attending Borough Attorney: Steven Zabarsky Esq. 

Chief of Police: James Boag  

Deputy Municipal Clerk: Sandra Martin 

This meeting of the Mayor and Borough Council was conducted via a live-stream, Go To Meeting conference call. 
Instructions for the public to participate in the meeting was posted on the official Seaside Park website, and 
Facebook page. 

STATEMENT OF COMPLIANCE BY DEPUTY CLERK MARTIN: Pursuant to the provisions of the New 
Jersey Open Public Meetings Act, adequate notice of this meeting was properly provided by sending a copy of the 
Notice of Meeting to the Asbury Park Press and the Star-Ledger.  Notice of this meeting of the Governing Body has 
been posted in the corridor of the Municipal Building and the Office of the Municipal Clerk. 

WORKSHOP  
Discussion of the background information and status of on-going and contemplated future projects as to the Seaside 
Park bayside area and preliminary discussion for the virtual public meeting of Seaside Park's Governing Body. 

Honorable Mayor Peterson spoke about the status of the on-going research being conducted while highlighting the 
great efforts made in spite of, and around the current situation.  He informed  Dr. Farrell made a suggestion to hold a 
meeting on a virtual platform.  There are a number of developments both on-going and made prior to the pandemic. 
The discussion in the past was to build on and enhance some of the prior efforts.  The need for flood reminded, wave 
mitigation action habitat restoration, start a living shoreline in conjunction, and enhance some already planned 
projects.  Discussed in terms of flooding the possibility of working with the American Littoral Society to develop 
oyster reef projects.  He encourages all council members to share status and background information.  He noted that 
Mr. Chuck Applebe is working with the volunteer group and was kind enough to construct a preliminary template of 
a working citizens template with a mission statement with some eligibility requirements as we might move forward. 
Such a committee would be on an on-going duty and obligation to report to the GB not only concerning the bayfront 
but all the overall environmental issues.  The taxpayers association gave a productive response suggesting a separate 
line item of $25,000.  Mayor Peterson explained that it is absolutely urgent for the Borough to continue to move 
forward.  

Councilwoman Liguori thanked the Mayor for the information he put together.  Mayor Peterson advised that Eric 
gave an assessment and opinion on the function of the various valves on the bayfront.  Dr. McHugh feels the line 
item in the budget is a great idea suggesting it be dedicated to professionals outside of the boroughs engineering 
firm. Mr. Kraft believes the intent of the line item is to dedicate funds for Dr. Farrell and the American Littoral 
Societies’ services.  Mayor Peterson agrees the costs could be dedicated to the American Literal Society Captain Al 
and Dr, Farrell's services.  Mayor Peterson suggests scheduling a virtual forum meeting for maximum productivity, 
gathering, and status conference.   Ms. Liguori feels the kick-off meeting needs to be scheduled because the grant 
has not been requested to be extended and concerned deadlines will not be met.  
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Mayor Peterson agrees preparation is necessary and will follow up with Dr. Farrell to see what if anything he may 
need from the municipality and move forward from there. 

Discussion of request for a response to questions raised by the TASP. 
Mayor Peterson explained that there was a list of very important questions forwarded by the TASP. Many are 
relevant to various departments of the municipality focusing on what is contemplated as we move forward 
addressing social distancing precautions that have and will be taken, and a host of items pertaining to summer 
events, beaches, and departments.  He explained that the Beach Control Manager, Joe Toth has been working on 
suggestions for various items in terms of the beach procedures, thanking him for his efforts.  The various questions 
were circulated to Council and various Departments involved for review and comments.   He informed that 
ServPro has been contracted to clean public buildings and vehicles.  Masks and gloves have been provided to 
employees.   An item listed is to purchase the preseason badges at the discounted rate to the end of June.  Mayor 
explained that he has been on weekly calls with all the Mayors of Ocean County, and the Governor’s Office. In 
those calls some vibes were the state parks may be the first area of the government to be incrementally reopening. 
He explained that he reached out to the Gove Office inquiring if IBSP is reopened for the season, what type of rules, 
and social distancing they will implement to enforce.  He thanked Chief Boag and the police department for their 
on-going efforts asking Chief if he had any comments.  

Chief Boag informed them they are waiting because the Governor has promised to announce parameters in the next 
week.  He feels there are a lot of good questions submitted, and the department head should get together.  If the 
beach control and patrol need PPE’s he may need to order through OEM. 

Mayor Peterson, we are all looking forward to the beauty, and enjoyment of the beach and bay.  He feels as soon as 
we can safely open up it would be beneficial for Seaside Park. 

Council President DeMichele informed the departments are preparing and suggesting options to move forward. 
They are all doing a great job planning and thinking forward.  Mayor Peterson welcomes all suggestions from the 
residents.  Thanked Chief Boag and Lieutenant Fitzgerald for pursuing the research of a parking app.  

Council President DeMichele informed that Mr. Amabile and Ms. Martin has put event items in an order, and 
although nothing can be scheduled at this time, the summer recreational events are in the forefront of the Governing 
Body’s thinking. Mayor Peterson explained a factor that we are constantly monitoring is when IBSP will be 
opening.  Mr. Kraft commented that he feels plans may require social distancing, and when beaches are opened it 
should be done in coordination with neighboring municipalities.  
Mayor Peterson informed there is a sediment that all towns will abide by a uniformed date.  The conference calls 
occur at least weekly, sometimes more. If it is becoming clearer, and clearer the revenue from realized in terms of 
last year, whether badges and parking will not be duplicated, and should not be anticipated. This topic is front, and 
center of the deliberation process.  

Discussion of authorizing the tax collector to prepare & mail estimated tax bills in Accordance with P.L. 1994, 
C.72.: No discussion

Discussion of waiving late fees for summer seasonal rental permits until June 1st. 
Mayor Peterson explained this topic is directly relevant to the statewide emergency, and a key factor is whether the 
beaches will reopen taking into account the health and safety of the borough personnel performing the inspections. 
Council President DeMichele informed there have been several inquiries about residents availability to allow 
inspectors to enter homes to conduct these inspections.  He informed it is a fair policy to allow people to have their 
inspections, if any late fees have been incurred, they will be waived. Wants the safety of having the inspection 
completed, so that everyone is safe without issues.  Ms. Liguori is in favor of this, asking if they need a resolution or 
ordinance to amend the policy.  Council President DeMichle advised there is a resolution listed on tonight’s  regular 
meeting for council consideration.  
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Discussion of RVE proposal for new & updated official overall tax map for the Construction Department. 
The Council had a consensus to move forward to have an authorizing resolution to be finalized for consideration of 
adopting at the next regular meeting scheduled for May 14th.  

Discussion of Complete Control Services (CCS) SCADA System Proposal  
Dr. McHugh informed that this company was approved as a vendor at a previous meeting, the proposal is for 
services that will need to be conducted.  The preliminary approval requires authorization by resolution to be 
considered at the next meeting.  Attorney Zabarsky confirmed.  A resolution will be listed on the regular meeting 
scheduled on May 14th 

Discussion of a Bond Ordinance: Providing for the reconstruction of 12th Avenue & 13th Avenue & appropriating 
$665,000. Therefor, and providing for the issuance of $165,000 in bonds or notes of the Borough to finance the 
same. 
Dr. McHugh informed that because of the time limitation on the DOT grant, the engineering firm advised the 12th & 
13th Avenue project to be separated from previous plans to incorporate both projects together.  

Attorney Zabarsky informed it has been determined the prior applications are pursuant to previous authorization. 
When the letter was sent to the municipalities for three permits he followed up, gave assurance the permits have 
been issued and checks were cut.  He informed that Ms. Martin did not have the application signed by the former 
administrator, and is having them forwarded to RVE so that the appropriate documents are on file. No other action 
needs to be taken.  

Mayor advised that on this agenda there is a first reading of a bond ordinance. He informed Dr. McHugh chaired a 
meeting with the engineers with regard to updates to the current status of projects.  Dr. McHugh explained he met 
with Alan Dittenhofer of RVE to go over the various projects.  He explained that required by the USDA loan there 
are resolutions in the regular meeting requiring authorization.  There are two loans, USDA, and NJIB is financing 
the sewer portion.  Attorney Zabarsky commented there are many different forms, and professionals working to 
ensure all forms are properly being done. They are four separate contracts listed on the regular meeting agenda 
pursuant to the requirements of the USDA loan.   Mayor Peterson thanked everyone who has been putting in several 
hours and hard work. Mr. Barrett confirmed he received relevant information and in the process of getting the draft 
budget to the finance committee. 

Discussion of appointing seasonal Pump-Out Boat operators for the 2020 summer season. 
Councilman Kraft informed that the funding for boat captains as well and the boats come out of an Ocean County 
grant.  

Discussion of appointing seasonal inspectors for the Building Department inspectors for the 2020 summer season. 
Council President DeMichele explained that there are inspectors that may or not be available during this quarantine, 
there are several inspections required to be completed.  

Discussion of extending the discount period for preseason beach badge sales to June 30th. 

Mayor Peterson explained this is a goodwill gesture for the public, and extends past the June 15th cut off in light of 
the state shut down, and issues related to the beach.  Council President DeMichele commented that beach badge 
sales are currently being conducted online, the bathhouse is not currently open.  

PUBLIC COMMENT (WORKSHOP): Mayor Peterson opened the floor to the public. 
June Korzeneski, 114 H Street: Asked the difference between Phase 3 and the bond ordinance asking if they are part                    
of the same construction. Councilman Dr. McHugh informed it was originally, in attempts to get the best financing                  
for the borough it was submitted for 12th & 13th originally hoping it would fund the project. It currently needs to be                      
pulled out and moved separately. Ms. Korzeneski is concerned the same streets would be repaired then reopened.                 
Dr. McHugh assured that will not happen. 
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Seeing no hands from the public, Mayor Peterson closed this portion of the meeting.  
 
ADJOURNED & OPENED TO REGULAR MEETING 
 
Meeting Adjourned. 
Respectfully Submitted,  
 
_______________________ 
Sandra F. Martin RMC,CMR 
Deputy Municipal Clerk 
 
APPROVED MAY 14, 2020.  
 
 

 
 
 




